THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
Mr. Lincoln listened to me with attention and evident
sympathy. Then, after a moment of silence, he said that he
fully understood and appreciated my feelings, but that he
would not advise me to give up the Spanish mission. He
thought that this diplomatic position might eventually offer me
a greater field of usefulness. The war might he over very soon.
Many people, whose opinions were entitled to respect, thought
so. Mr. Seward was speaking of sixty or ninety days. He
himself was not at all as sanguine as that, but he might be
wrong. However, in a few weeks we would, as to that point,
see more clearly. He did not know whether it were necessary
that I should start for Spain immediately. I might see Seward
about that. He could probably arrange everything so as to
enable me to delay my departure at least for a month or two.
Accordingly I called upon Mr. Seward and told him of my
conversation with the President. Mr. Seward was very com-
plaisant. He thought that Mr. Horatio Perry, a very able and
patriotic gentleman who had formerly been connected with
our mission to Spain, and who, with my hearty concurrence,
had recently been appointed Secretary of Legation, and was
already on the ground, might temporarily act as charge
d'affaires until my arrival at Madrid, and that, therefore, I
need not hurry.

I then laid before Mr. Lincoln a plan I had formed, as
follows: in the impending war an efficient cavalry force would
undoubtedly be needed. The formation and drilling of cav-
alry troops composed of raw material would require much time.
But I was confident that there were in the City of New York
and vicinity many hundreds of able-bodied immigrants from
Germany who had served in German cavalry regiments, and
who had only to be armed and put upon horses to make caval-
rymen immediately fit for active service. There were also, to
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